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'piercing the isthmus.
De Ltet-seps' View of thaIntercceanioCanal.

"MASTER OF THE SITUATION."

The Eminent Engineer Feels a Sympathetic
Drawing Toward America

The January number of the North American Review
ia one of unusual importance, and couUiiua among
other notable contributions an article by M. Ferdinandda Losaepa oat the aubject of "The luteroceanlo
Canal." We toka plaasiiro in laying before the roadersof the Hwmj a tew extracts from thia very Interestingpater.
M. Do Lcaaeps begins by calling attention to the

Importance of the project, the carrying out of whlalt
la felt to be a necessity by the whole world. "The
want of a maritime highway across the Isthmus,"
ho says, "haa been more sensibly felt since tho
Immenso development ot California.a development
already beginning to bo Bhared by other countrlea
which border upon the Pacifle Ocean, and which
would be much more pronounced if there were a

eaual which wonld place them in easy communicationwith Europe and with the Eastern States of the
great American Republic." .

' FfiOWJiB AT THE 0L08KD DOOM.

The writer regrets that the American commission
Bat with elosed doors. "Tho mlnutos of these conferenceswere not evdn communicated to the Congressof Paris by Admiral Ammen. The public as

well as the Congress has been permitted to know
only the concluslona of the American Commission."
By way of contrast the proceedings of the Congressof Paris are held up for admiration. Its
meetings were hold In tho most public manner,
tmA all the'&lscussions of its commissions and subooinmtBBionswere published in extento in a magnificentvolume of GOO pages, which all tho world may
read; it has thus vindicated its independence and
luu t'iuiUMiTU/ BUCUUUC; purpuBU ut iia lauun. AMI

decisions do not (ear the light, and the great public,
the final arbiter, will appreciate the value
of tho discussions of a Congress which
called together an tlitc of engineers, of
statisticians and of learned men of every
sort, which invltf| before it the authors of all the
several plans, dilPusslng their labors at great
length, and especially the very remarkable ones of
Americans, which elicited the admiration of all the
members. It is only necessary to read over the reportof all the conferences, that monument of
science which the delegates of all nations helped to
rect during the fortnight devoted to the study of
the Interooeanio Canal, to see wtth what impartiality,
wltb what attention, with what fttness'for the work
the various projects were examined, and the care

which was takeu to compare them, and the importantposition occupied by the American representatives.Those gentlemen were received with the
greatest cordiality and treated with the highest distinction.and the Congress accorded to them the fullastopportunity for presenting the results of their
Investigations and their plans, which, moreover, receivedan attentive and conscientious examination.

MISTAKES or AMERICAN EXPLORES*.
If the researches of the United States explorers, in

many respects so well worthy of consideration, did
not furnish a-practical solution of the question it is
because In the United States the now conditions
which have been created by the great fact of steam
navigation have not been sufficiently considered; in
this instance the country which has always been the
advance leader in reform has forgotten its own

traditions. In the examination made of different
projects in the United States the only plan thought
of lias been to make use of Inland waters
for constructing a maritime canal, and they
have entirely neglected to study the mothods
by which they would secure a constant level
of sea water for the purposes of navigation in

"

a channel cqt from ono ocean to the other. At the
^nwit day, however, when large steam vessels are
ia Uta, tlio longest of which renone* i«u metre*, it la
impossible that such a canal should follow the
course of rivers which have very sharp angles; it is
therefore necessary to make the lines of such a
oanal nearly straight, or at least with curves having

radius of cot less than two thousand metres.
Heuce it would be impossible, in the waters of CentralAmerica, to build a canal with lines sufficiently
straight for the reception of these great steam vessels,whose dimensions, on the other hand, could not
be seriously restricted. In former times navigation
was.carried oil in sailing vessels, and it is well knows
that the Americans, whose ste%m marine is not as

yet groat]y developed, have heretofore endeavored to
discover a passage across the isthmus suitable for
sailing vessels. It wax with this view that they directedattention to the Nicaragua Canal, which
seemed to be the point best adapted to navigation by
sailing vessels from the fact that there is in the interiorof that country an inexhaustible reservoir in
tae Lake of Nicaragua, so that their first conception
was based upou the old methods of navigation.
But in our timo the Suez Canal has contributed its
nperleuce. When I began my investigation of that
nterprtss the average tonnage of vessels going from
India to Europe was 500 tons. We now have vessels
of 0,000 tons, which carry npward of two thousand
persons.

THE TKUK PLAN.
It is obvious, therefore, that, as navigation has

Itself oltangod, and as sailing vessels have come to
occupy a very subordinate position in the higher
ocean marine, a canal suited to the maritime conditionsof the present day is an absolute necessity.
The experience of the Huez Canal proves that the
plan adopted in its construction was the true one.
The old fashioned sailing vessels cannot carry great
cargoes of merchandise. It Is for this reason that
vesseia have been lengthened. * * * The easiest
and the shortest point of navigablo transit is
thereiore indispensable. The Nicuragua Cabal does*
not fulfil these conditions. Although the route ot it
is not across the widest, silll it traverses nearly the
widest portion of the Isthmus; it is 'iU5 kilometres
long, With twenty-one locks. HoweV'<r suitable it
might have been when only sailing vessels wore employed,to endeavor to avail of inland waters for the
construction of a maritime canal, we must, at tho
present dny, when the use of steam Ins led to the
lengthening of vessols to an extent lieforo unprecedented,conform to the exigencies of that species
of navigation. Twenty years ugo nobody supposed
that there would ever be vessels 140 metres long;
nevertheless, tho engineers who constructed the
Huez Canal foresaw the importance of curves of <

large radius, and it Is by means of these that tho
largest ships are enabled to traverse It with ease.

orroHKs locks.
' M. do Ix'sseps expresses himself as opposed to
locks, and he tiieu gyres his reason for that opposition:.
"At Bordeaux, for example, a magnificent floating

dock fur large packet boats has just been completed.
It has one lock, admirably constructed at tho CreuaotIron Works. A siugle person can operate tlio
gates at the entrance and at the ou'.let; the gutes uro

opened by a depth of wator of olght or elgut and a
half metres; it is a vast improvement; and yet,
great an it la, tho Congo, or tlie Transatlantic lino,
occupied au liour and a lialf in paMning through it,
Hura wai au hour and a halt lo*t, without counting
tho Time which wan required to alackeu the speed of
tho vessel. It would require only a lew *ucli vessel*
in a canal to put a stop to practical navigation
through It."

11UKCTKI> HI' II KM K.
When Moiiar*. WW, lteclua itud their com pan ion*

returned iroin (heir exploration* ot the lsthmii*
they brought with them the outline plan or a canal
from tho liulf ot Lituon to Panama, without lock*,
croaaiug the Cordillera* either with a tuuuel or a
tirlace cutting.
The*e exploration* furalahed all that waa wanting

to an exact knowledge of the Auiericau Isthmus
throughout Ita entire length. From the combined
labor of Americana anil or Frenchmen it wmt now
posaible, with entire certainty, to aolve the question
of au luteroceauio canal. The time had amvod for
realixlng tho wiali uxprenaed in H76.namely, to
convene au internnUonal congrea* to which nil the
Invoidigatlon* made and all the plaua proposed
hould bo submitted. Accordingly, iu tho early

p.irt of 1H79, In concert with Al. Henry Ulan no,
aecretary of tho coramhulou nominated by tlie
geographical societies, I went au invitation to all tho
ohaiuber* ot commerce and scleiinttc societies, withoutranking any nupoal to govornmenU, ami on our
aolo invitation everybody cam*, lu the month of
May last a lurg* number of engineers, of statistician*
and of aavtiw met together iu l'aria and formed
thoiuaelve* Into a congress. Coming an they did
from all couutrlc*. unknown for tne moat p.<rt to
each othor, having uo common bond of union, rep-
resenting often discordant opluioua, how could
thoae delogatu* havo beon animate! by any other
concern uiaii for tho geuerul interest? What
Itifkuencos, moreover, could have Man brought
to . bear to elicit a decision contrary
to their conscientious Judgment, Irom men of
luch couHcienco, and whose well known poaltlon,
llouorablo charucter and porloct Independence placed
them beyond tho roach «t suspicion? * * * It
the Cougrcma, composed a* it waa of men of high authority.rejuotet tho Nicaragua schcme by an immensemajority, It waa because it faiiod entirely to
satisfy tho new condition* of navigatiou, with ita
UDft kilometre* of leugth, It* twenty-one lock*, Ita
Obstructed Han Juau Hlver, 11* harbor* blocked with
aaA or to U* created wholly anew, (Its curvss of
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abort radius, going down even to 020 metres, which
would uot allow a large vessel.

THK WUt AN1> WUKBKFOKC.
An obstacle which would toad greatly to augment

tlio ditticulty of keeping the Nicaragua Canal iu repairis the frequent recurrence of eartliguukea ill
ID at volcanic region. ltoes the reatler consider what
difficulties would be occasioned by earthquakes,
when; it would be necessary to construct locka
w liicli would be rendered incapable of use wheneverthe slopes of the canal should be destroyed?
I do uot hesitate to assert, after my experience in
connection with the Huez Canal, that the NicaraguaCanal could nevor be anything else than a
clianuel for interior navigation; and that, in spite
of the enormous expense*, necessary in its construction,it eonld never accommodate the large vessels
which now perform the commerce of the world,
besides, Why should not the Culted States build the
canal themselves if they consider it a useful work?
They would In thi9 way encourage the development
of the State of Nicaragua, in which they appear to
be particularly interested. Fur my own part I
should be well satisfied with such a course, for every
new highway is a step forward; aud, moreover, one

appropriate to the minor navigation would do no
injury to the canal of Panama, which is destined to
perform a wholly different office.that of giving accommodationto the higher navigation.

ADVANTAGES OF l'ANAXA.
At Panama there are no earthquakes. To be m

IlPHflilf filtM it ftI () 111V IIKOMHHlirV til lAnk lit t llA

geological charts, and, among others, at tbo celebratedatlas of Ucrghaiids; neither aro thero any looks,
nil I trust uo serious physical obstacles, only

seventy-three kilometres of length, two excellent
barbors at tlio extremities, alreudy much frequented,
ami a railway tbo whole distance, wbicb will greatly
facilitate the labors ot construction. If at Panama it
is necessary to trench and cut through elghty-sevou
metres in the mountain, Nicaragua on ita part offers
a solid obstacle thicker still, if lesn#levated, and besidesthis numerous criltt to be removed. Moreover,
Is it to be supposed that the accomplished American
engineers who selected tho line of Colon- Panama for
the conatruction of tho railway did so at bap-hazard ?
Was it not, on the cbntrary, because they recognizedat tbe.outset that this was one of the most eleIvatod points on the Isthmus and therefore the best
adapted for their purpose? The location in questionwas selected with great sagacity. It gives me
much pleasure in this connection to render the
homage which la due to him to the eminent engineer
Totien, who comprehending the full importance of
the Panama Ganul, both to the commerce and to the
marine of the United States, has signified his willingnessto give me his valuable assistance, and to
meet me at Panama in order to tako part in the InternationalCommission which I propose tocouvoue
there at the end of the present year, and which will
include among skillful engineers the celebrated constructorof the maritime canal at Amsterdam. I referto the Dutch Engineer-in-Chief. M. Dirks, well
known for his experience on all questions relating
to canals.

ACTS ON AN IMPULSE.
When the Congress of l«7y. acting with the most

conscientious fidelity, and after the most searching
examination.for not a few ot the eminent men who
composed it spent their nights as well as their days
In tho labor of investigation.decided that a canal
without locks, such as I have advocated, was the
only one practicable, then it was that, acting on the
impuls* of the moment, and without consulting
anybody, I acceded to a demand which had been
made upon me In the general session, to take the
direction of the enterprise. I did this, perhaps,
without much reflection, but reflection has only
served to convince me that I was right.

ALL on NOTHING.
The parties who held the concession for the canal

came to me and said, "We have the-concession, but
we can do nothing without you." I replied to them,
"Gentlemen. Iam very sorry, for I cannot take upon
myself to organize such an enterprise In connection
with otner persons who might pledge my credit io
its behalf. I do not doubt that you are thoroughly
honorable men; but, when I engage in such an undertakingaa this 1 cannot share the responsibility of
it witb anybody. I have my own ideas, which are not
those of all the world; I must, therefore, retain my
full liberty of aotlon. I began my diplomatic career
In Egypt, being accredited to Mefeemet All, the regeneratorof that country. He one day said to me.
My dear Lesscps, you are very young, and I give you
this counsel, which you will find useful in your
future career.Remember, when yon have anything
Important to aoeomplisli, that if there are two of you
there is one too many.' "

I accordingly said to those gentlemen:."I do not
doubt your loyalty, but so far as it relates to shapingthe enterprise, I desire to be alone; when capitalcomes to be enlisted in it, the owners of that
oanlttl will administer it themselves throuirli their
proper representatives. Tell me what you wish.
You have Incurred certain expense*; others have
Joined yon in the expectation ot making money.
State your claims and I will have them examined by
my legal advisers, upon whose counsels I have reliedin all the business of the Sues Canal. Whatever
they decide that I ought to give, I will give you."
On the basis of these assurances I entered into a
formal contract with them, aud I remain master of
the situation. It is in this way that I have assumed
the responsibility of the enterprise; no one else hat
any responsibility for it whatever. Such la the presentsituation.

REALIZATION OF A DREAM.
Since then we have sent engineers to -the Isthmus

with apparatus for sounding and with everything
else necessary for making the Investigations which
are being prosecuted and the labors of which I proposeto complete by meaua of the International Commissionalready mentioned. The hour is oome for
the realization of what has, for a long tlmo, been
only a dream.the opening of the Isthmus. The decisionof the Congress, which has performed one of
the most useful ot public aervices, cannot fall to be
speedily carried into execution; for who la there to
oppose the opening of the Panama Canal, a work so
important, as I have above demonstrated it to be, to
the commerce of the world? Certainly not the
United States.that great nation.which, with Ita
practical good sense, understands better than any
other the importance and usefulness for all mankind,aud especially for itself, of this new maritime
highway across the Isthmus, in binding together the
Atlantic and Pacific coasts, and in giving a new impulaeto its national prosperity.

AUKBXUAN UMBRAGE.
Certain American Interests, it is true, have taken

umbrage; tho railways already projected, or in processot construction, and which are luteuded to unite
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, have had a momentaryalarm, but reflection has led them to see how
foolish and chimerical their fears have been. These
linos barely suffice for transportation such as It
exists to-day; what will that transportation be
wheb, under the influence of the canal, the Interveningsection* of country shall become more populous
aud developed, and afford to the transcontinental
railways which serve them greater opportunities of
long carriage? It should be remembered that just
in proportion as the avenues of rofhmunlcatlon increase,so far from injuring each other tfiey give rise
to new industries and to an enlarged commercial activity;and that they thus create a new ourrent of businesscapable of affording to theu the necessary support.The United States have ouly to cast their
eyes over the vast network of railways which they
already possess In order to verify the truth of thia
economic principle. It is, moreover, to be rememberedthat railways and canals sre supported by tho
carriage of different sptciea of merchandise.productsof great value and small bulk voluutarily
selecting the more rapid channel of the railway,
wuuu uiuor vruuuuM UUUVBU IUD iimwiiiuu luguwajr*

TWrt IMPOUTAXT gUKHTlONH.
The important bearing which tUo lnteroceanio

canal has on the commerce of the<United States haa
very naturally attracted the public attentiou of that
country to two points worthy of consideration i.
first, the nationality of the oanal; and aecond. tho
sharo which the great American Republic should
have in its administration. These questious,
which might be very difficult to solve
it governments were concerned In the project,
become very simple trom the fact that the
maritime canal is to be the private property of all
natiouaiitiea, and that no nation could attempt to
lay hau>ls on it without Injuriously affecting the
rights of others, and no adminiatration would consentto thia being done, la there not in thia fact the
strongeat guarantee of the neutrality of the transit?
It la for precisely the same reason that the Hues
C'niul, lying between nationa which have deluged
Europe with blood in recent years, naa always been
respected.to such a degree even that, at certain
moments, the vessels of war of belligerent nation*
have found theniaelvea side by side within its precincts,just as if they had been in abaolutaly neutralwaters.
Aa to the second point the anawor is oasy. In a

general company, auch as tliat of the Interocaanio
Canal, all decisions rest with the general aasembly
of shareholders, who cause them to be exocuted by
agents of theirown appointment. Now, in the IuteroceanicCanal Company, aa the capital subscribed must
be atlmtuistercd !>y those chosen to representlt.it
will be the right of the United States to have such a
share in tho administration aa ia proportioned to the
numlier of shares aubacribed by them; they will,
therefore, have nobody but theuiaelves to blame it
their share Is insufficient. It is only because the
Fronoh law is more severe in enforcing the responsibilityof directors, thereby more perfectly protectingthe rights of shareholders, among whoiu the
United States should t)e included, that It has been
proposed to organise the company under th« French
law.

THE MOHBOB DOCTMNS.
I cannot conclude this paper without saying a few

worde concerning the Monroe doctrine.though it
can bo in no maimer applicable to a private enterprise,such as canal, railway or other aimilar undertaking.Wlmt, then. Is the Monroe doctrine? In
1H-J3 the holy allianco was formed for the purpose of
mpressitig the movements ot nationa in the direction
of treo inatltutioua; and when, at the Congreea of
Liiybach, France engaged to eend 1U0.0UU men
to Spain to restore the absolute sovereignty of
Ferdiuand VII., the Kugliah Minister Caniiinit en-
tered into an engimement wltli President Monroe to
proclaim the independence of the old Spanish
colonies In America anil to prevent any attempt
hostile to that Independence by European I'owora,
Hence, tho Monroo doctrine, so fal rruni being opposedto our enterprise, t* directly favorable to it,inssniuch aa It la the HepttbUc of the United State*
of Colombia which baa « ranted the concession for
the l'anaina Canal, aud the decree of the President of
tho United States of Colombia, of the 3d of September,1M7U, aa well aa tba letter of the government of
Panama, whloli Informed me of that decree, vory
plainly signify that tho nations of that part of
America are heartily enlisted in the undertaking.

amkhiua tmk dauohtru or coy it.
A* for myaelf, J devoto inyaelf all the rnoro willinglyto this enterprise of an American canal,

brother and complement of that of Saei, because of
a sympathetic drawing which I feel toward America,
the eluost daughter, perhaps, of ancient Kgypt; for
that continent which we call the "Now World" wae
visited, according to the opinion of certain learned
men, by fleets of Bolomon and of Hiram, at thai
period of history when we were clothed in the skina
of bsaats and our auceetors lived ia the Me of stona.

HERALD, WEDNESDAY, :
Christopher Columbia, who discovered America for
UK, and the Spaniards who sueceeded liuu. diacovered
the traces of an aucient civilization. Everything remindsus of that extiuct civilization witli which the
early navigators were, doubtlcSs. acquainted.the
monuments of Yucatau, a stone covered with Tyrian
inscriptions lately fouud iu the Upper Amazon, aud
which the learned Kuiperor of Brazil, our illustrious
colleague of thu Institute, baa caused to be deposited
iu the museum at Bio Janeiro. In thin maimer haa
the uarrative of the Bible beeu verified which
recount* that the fleets of Solomon and of Ulram net jsail iroiii the harbor of Joppa (Juila), and, after three
yearn, rethrned ladeu with the merchandise of 1

Opbir, of {>arvaim and of Tarshlbli. Home historians ]
have maintained that the Egyptian* and the Tyriana (
went m earcli of gold alonu the eastern coasts of
Africa, below tlt« entrance to the Red Sea, where the '

Tyrian* had alao fleet* which Solomon had cauaed to ]
be built. But the Bible la quite explicit on this ,
point. It gives the departure and the dura-
tion of the voyages.three years. It declare*
thai, on sailing from Joppa, they wont j
to Ophir aud Parvaim. and, following jthe ooaat of Africa, visited the Cape de Verd Islands
aud the islands of Madeira, which the ancients called <

the Fortunate Island*. The Carthagiuiaur were ac- i

(plainted with them; the Tyrlana knew them in this
connection, that they prevented other nations from
passing through the Pillars of Hercules, in order *

not to be deprived of their commerce with other 3
parta of the world. All this seem* to nie highly ia- ,tereating. I should bo glad if this question might
be investigated, aa it haa not boon hitherto; tbo 1
Spanish conquerors had not the time, aud science, j
moreover, had not reached the point at which it is
now arrived. I have always wondered that uo^nves- '

tigatiou haa been made respecting that passage of c
Plato in which, in the dialogues of Timeus, he de- ,
scribes hia voyage to Egypt. This Timeus, thu Interlocutorof the dialogue, presents himself before a '
high priest of the temple of Sais, a great city oc 1
Lower Kgypt, and demands of him what he thinks t
of his uation, Greece.

CONVINCING PROOF. '
"You are children, you Greeks," he replied; "you «

have forgotten the history of your fathers, who ]taught ua to handle the bow and the arrow, and to
defend ourselves from the Atlantides, who came 1

upon the great shores of the Sea." Atlantis was 1
composed o( two great islands, and between these
two ureat islands aud the Pillars of Hercules there
were Hiualler ialuuUs. There la nothing morn strik- '

log. 1 have nowhere observed that this passage of ]
Plato bun been made the subject of later studiei. t
The Egyptians, una especially the Tyrians, and the i

fleets of Solomon, after having rounded the coasts of i

Africa, conld easily have reached the coasts of Brazil
over a tranquil sea. In searching for the <
mouth of a river they no doubt discovered
the Amazon ana ascended tho course of
It. What is remarkable ia, that Parvaim
is, in tho language of the country, the plural of Pari,
which is one of the two higher affluents of the
Amazon. There is reason to believe that In tho
Spanish archives evidence would bo fouud to de-
moiintrate that wheu the Spaniards arrived in this
country they discovered the decadence of a very
aneieut civilization. i

Civilization lives again on the American continent
lu owt day; at its heat) inarches the intelligent people
of the United States. The nation* of Central America
and ot South America 'are struggling to elevate
themselves, aud to follow in the footsteps of the*.
great Republic of tho North; and the canal cannot
fail to assist the development of thornyAmerican
countries.

PANAMA BASIKB TO PIERCE THAN SUEZ.
I invito the co-operation^ in the accomplishment

of this great enterprise, of all men of noble purpose,
all those who strive after the works of peace and of
progress, in which the United States are especially
pre-eminent.
In closiug this paper I turn back and am reminded

that a new work is in preparation. How many
people, and those among the moat eminent, formerly
treated the Suez Canal as an impracticable enterprise! To cVeate a harbor in the Gulf of Peluslum;
to cross the morasses of the Lake of Menzaleh aud to
mount the threshold of El-Ouisr; to dig through
the sands of the desert; to establish workshops at a
distance of twenty-live leagues from any village, in
a country without inhabitants, without water, withoutroads; to All the basin of the Bitter Lakes; to
prevent the sands from eucroauhiug on the canal.
what a dream of madness It all was 1

All this, nevertheless, has been accomplished, and
I know at the oost of what efforts it has been done.
I do not hesitate to declare that the Panama Canal
will be easier to begin, to finish iand to maintain
than the canal of Suez.

CATHOLIC COLONIZATION.

Right Rev. John Ireland, D. D., coadjutor Bishop
of St. Paul, Minn., and Right Rev. John Lancaster
Spalding, D. D., Bishop of Peoria, 111., addressed a

large audience last evening at St. Michael's Roman
Catholic Church, in Thirty-second street, near

uiuiu ivuuuc( ui wuwu iwtt c«tuor aiwui v. */wunellyis pastor. The subject of their discourses was

Catholic colonization in the Western States and Territories,and each spoke at considerable length, settingforth in strong terms the great mistake tliat
Irish emigrants to this country make by settling
down and remaining in the industrial centresand manufacturing towns and in the
large cities of the Atlantic seaboard instead
of taking poshesslon of the MCh and fertile
lands that are being giren away by the government
or sold at a nominal price to actual settlers upon
them. Had the Irish race followed the example aet
them by the Germans, Scandinavians and other emigrantsto America in years gone by, they might now
be the owners of millions of acres of the choicest
lands in Pennsylvania, Ohio and even New York, insteadof being, as they now are, the slaves of the
rich, wearing out their lives by doing the drudgery
anil hard work in the faotories ana in tho mines,
building railroads, erecting houses for the rich to
live in, constructing sewers and the like, and thereby
keeping themselves in ignorance and without influencein the political and aocial affairs of the
country in which thoy live. The bishops
said that they had perfected a plan by which emigrantsfollowing their direction and settling upon
the lands assigned to them would be able to obtain
their first income from the sale of farm products
within three or lour Muonths alter their arrival in
the West. The subscriptions to the stock of
#100,000 in the new Catholic Colonization Society,
which is composed of business men.lawyers, merchants,brokers and otherB.as well as of bishops
aud priests, is now nearly complete, snd it is oxpectedthat all the stock will be subscribed lor
within a few days. This stock is in 1.0U0 shares,
sold at $100 each.
Bishops Ireland and Spalding return to the West

on Friday of this week. They have Just finished a
tour through the fouthern portion of- New England,
locturluK in the towni and cities of Maasschusotts,
lthode Island and Connecticut, where the large factoriesare located. Last Sundsy evening they lecturedin 8t. Stephen's Church in East Twenty-eighth
street, aud on Alondsy evening in the Church ot the
Immaculate Conception in East Fourteenth street in
this city.

SUBJECT TO FITS.

At the corner of Barclay and West streets about
forty persous gathered on Monday afternoon to
liaten to the ahouting of am insane and etagperiug
man. Ilia apeech waa rapid, hla manner excited aud
hia utterance incoherent. As he apoke he wared in
the air a dilapidated high hat. In the midat of hia
gyrationa Policeman Power, of the Twenty-eeveuth
precinct, arretted him in the belief that he waa intoxicated.In the Tomba Court yeaterday he gave
the name of Bdward Kouny aud aaid that he waa a
Methodist minieter. An affidavit of drunkenuess
waa awurn te agaiuat him by the policouiau. When
arraigned he aaid:."I waa not ilruuk. Your Honor,
but Buffering from a fit. Twenty years
ago, aa I was riding irom one town
to another and speaking in each place
1 visited, my horse threw me and I waa dragged
some distance. A few yeara later auotber horse
throw me and I fell on tbe top of my head. Mine*
the-e two acoideuta I have often had these tits. The.v
come on me very suddonly and I don't know what
happens while they last.'*
"You did not drink anything, Mr. Kenny?"
"1 drank nothing up to the time the Ht came on.

My physician has told mo that my malady will lead
me to drink, aud therefore I may have takeu some

liquor, not knowing what 1 dll. I leit a friend's
house perfectly well at ten o'clock yesterday luorulug.The tit came on suddenly, I lost all power
over my actlous ana I remember nothing uutil I ;
found uiyseir in a cell in the station bouse. ,
"The policeman did hla duty in arresting you,"

said tho Court. "Your conduct waa disorderly, your
actlona certainly those of a drunken man. In rour
condition you should not be allowed to wander
away by yourself. If you «re brought before me
again on tho same charge I must either send you to
the Island on a charge of intoxicatiou or commit you
for medical examination. You may go."

NEEDS A CLEANING.
In tho yard on the southwest corner of the block

bounded by Tw*nty-ntnth and Thirtieth streets,
Ninth and Tenth avenues, which is owned by tbe
New York Central Uallroad, the regular shippers of
potatoes aell to the retell dealer* of tlie metropolis.
The rspldity with which thase sales aro made cause*

aome wattage, and the occasional throwing of a bad
potato on the ground, to be trodden under foot or
crushed bonuath the whoela of tho grocers
and psdlers' wagon*. haa rendered the
place anything but a paradise Inappearanceor in smell. Complaint having been
made that the odor* were Injurious to public health,
aa well aa a uulaance to tho Inhabitants of the locality,a Hkrald reporter waa despatched there yesterdaymorning to Investigate the matter. Hu found
about forty car* on two track* lu the yard In the
mldat of a black, slimy ooze, that stuok like grease
to everything it touched. The frost had laid a tliln
crust over this compound of decayed vegetable,
but when it broke at evory step on It, the
air waa tilled with foul odor*.. Ou one
aide of tho southern track, where tho fence
prohibited so much traffic, was a pile of
rotten potatoo* eighteen Inches or two feet in depth.
Mr. fairchlld. tho treight master, clalmod that the

Ereaent was not the habltuU condition of tho yard,
ut that there were time* when the pressure of

freight prevented them from doing all they could
in the nutter. It was the shippers, he said, who
made the place worse, by heedlessness, in allowing
the waeie potatoes to accumulate around them. The
aliippers, however, olaim that the railrosd company
ia raaDonstbla for the sondltiou of ths yard.

DECEMBER 17, 1879.-TRI1
MARITAL MISERY.

UNHAPPY DOMESTIC LIFE Oi' AN OYSTER DEALER
and his wife- .A suit. fob LIMITED DIVORCE.a wife's PATHETIC STORY AND A

husband's excuses.
There was commenced yesterday, before Ju<lt:e

Barrett, in Supreme Court, Special Term, tlio trial of
i suit tor limited clivoroe brougut by Mrs. Margaret
ttuckuian against her husband, Elisba Uuckman, the
ietails of which, as thus far dt^elnpcd ou the open,UKday of ilia trial, present a»ad picture of tbe marriedlife of tbe litigants. Mr. ltuckman benan life
w a poor boy, and, having embarked in the oyster
justness, succeeded, in tbe course of time, in anutssuya fortune estimated at over $500,<hh», upon the
noome of which he has been living for the past
'ew years, owning an elegant country seat in the
ricinity of Tappan, with all the accompaniments of
tervauts, carriages and fast-going horses. The presjutMrs. Uuckinau is ilia second wife. She had for
rears dol'u tue nurso 01 me ui*i jars. nncniutu,
who was an iuvalid, anil shortly after the demise of
klrs. Uuckuia.il No. 1 alio consented to become Mrs.
lucl;man No. X Ah usual iu divorco trials promisrlginteresting developments the court room was

:rowded yesterday, and iu the throng was a goodly
lumber of ladies.the friends of tbe respective litigants.The plaintiff, who Is a line looking lady, of
iilddle age, and who was cltegantly dressed, a sealskin
tacque, diaiuoud earrings and gold watch, with a

leavy chain, comprising tbe more noticeable feature
>f her toilet, sat uear her counsel, Messrs. Jacob
SllUor and Jacob Weant, of Jersey City. Mr. Ruckinau,the husband, also occupied a seat by his couutel,Mr. C. P. Hoffman. Ho is a stout, thickset
man, slightly bald, aud with a heavy, florid countenance.After a brief opening of the caso by Mr.
Mil er on behalf of the plaintiff, stating the facts of
the case us recited above aud his intention to prove
ill the allegations set forth in the complaint, he
sailed Mrs. Uuckman to the witness stand, She took
her s«at with quiet composure, und excepting 011
one occasion did not lose it during the entire day,
which was wholly taken up iu her direct aud crossBxaniination,the latter being au unusually stringeut
aud scathing one.

HKS. RUCKMAM's 8TOBY.
In answer to questions by ber counsel Mrs. Ruckmangave a succinct but not over-pleasing picture

of her marital experience, which began with her
marriage with tho detendant on January 25, lHttt.
X'hey lived far from harmoniously, but the defendant'salleged cruel treatment of her began in June,
1»78, and culminated on the loth of March last,
when, she said, she felt it too hazardous to
live longer with him and left him. His
cruelty, she said, began by accusing her of
Improper intimacy with Colonel J. Smith Harlnu,
who was her huttb <nd's bookkeeper and surveyor,
but who died in November, 187s. Mr. Ruckman,
she says, made public his charges of infidelity with
Colonel Haring, and weut so far as to tell hor father
and mother that she had beau unfaithful to him, aud
added to this accusation that she had attempted to
poison him and hud stolen money from him. tihe
denied these charges, and feeling that his accusationswero not only uujust, but bis treatment of ber
cruel to au uuboarable degree, she brought tbe presentsuit.

A SERIES OF NEGATIVES.
Her direct examination was simply a corroborationof the allegations contained in her complaint.

On her cross-examination she adhered pretty strictly
to her origiual story, although strenuous efforts were
made by opposing counsel to show a conflict iu the
statements .she then made and her testimony in a
recent foreclosure suit brought by ber against the
Palisade Land Company in New Jersey. Duriug this
cross-examination she became quite an expert iu
negative responses.
"Did you not, in Mr. Ruckman's absence, prepare

little dinners and suppers," was one of the questions
asked her, "for you aud Mr. Harlug?"
"No, sir" (very quietly;.
"Did you not once get up a champagne supper for

him and yourself?"
"No, sir" (energetically).
"Did you not have quail supper with him?"
"rno, sir (witu increased emphasis).
"Did you never lock tlie door when you and Mr.

Haring were In the dining room together?" .

"No, air" (indignantly).
"State some occasion," said counsel, "when Mr.

Buckman was particularly oruel to you."
"He came hoine one day from a villago where he

bad been to a chowder party, lie began his customaryabuse by calling me opprobrious names, and
wound up by throwing hlmseif on the floor."
"What did he do then?"

'I've lived long enough,' he said, 'and I am going
to die.'"

What did you do?"
"1 told him he had been In the hot sun too much

and sent for a servant, who applied ice to hia head."
"How did Mr. Buckman first accuse you of infidelity?"she turther aaked.
"X oan't ted his language. He blurted it right out

It waa the ahot of a pistol to me."
PRODUCTION OP LZTTKR&

Quite a number of letters, written by Mrs. Buckmanto her husband after she had left him and gone
to the home of her parents, were read in court to
disprove her allegations of being in deadly fear of
him. Most of these letters began with "My
dear husband" and wound up with "Your
loving wife." Iu one letter she writes. "I
have nothing to live for in this world but
you," and In anothor, "I hope you will never think
I have ceased to love you." Enclosed In one of the
epistles waa a slip from a paper entitled "A Glorious
Destiny," opening with the sentence, "A rightmindedwoman thinks it a great destiny to be the
wife of a good man." This portion of the correspondenceevinced, apparently, quite a friendly
relation between the parties. This triendly feeling,
however, waa not manifested in a letter he writes to
her advising her to read the seventh chapter of
Proverbs, beginning at the tenth verse, and her rejoinder,advising him to read the twenty-third
psalm. These portions of the Old Testament were
offered in evidence but were excluded.

"DIVIDE MI LAST CKUST."
After describing Mr. Buckman'a alleged threats to

shoot her and Mr. Haring, anu denying that she had
ever called blm a liar or had used profane language,
Mrs. Buckman detailed the circumstances of their
final parting.
"Did Mr. Buckman of you to remain with

him t" asked counse^.
"Did not othara beg for him?"
"Yes."
"Did he not offer to divide .with you the valuable

homestead at Tappan if you would remain?"
"Yes."
"Did he not give you $100 when you left?"
"Yes, and he did more; he rode with me in the

carriage to the depot: he caiuo on tho train with me
to the city; he went with me to my boarding houae,
and ho still begged of me to go back with him."

Then why did you not go back?"
"I hail borne ail I oould.all any woman could. I

had firmly resolved never to live with him again."
"What wore his laat words to you?"
" 'If 1 ever should get poor,' ha said, 'would you

give me a home?' "

"I told him I would divide ray last crnst with him."
At this point of her testimony Mrs. Buckman becamedeeply affected and wept, and it was some time
betore she rocovored. Her further examination will
be resumed this morning.

MB. nVCKMAM'S ANHWKll.
Mr. Buckman in his answer to the complaint deniesthat he ever cruelly treated his wife, aud soys

that he merely charged her with lnfldelity on lnior(nationand belier. He confesses to usiug profane
language occasionally, but says it was brought out
by her violent temper and harsh and cutting word*.
Ho saya be has given bur $30,000 aiuce they were
married. and It be is guilty of the accusations
charged abe baa condoned the oflence.

WILLIAM KELLY'S TUIAL.

TESTIMONY OF THK WATCHMAN AND JANITOR
OF THK MANHATTAN BANK.

After three days' labofc and after having exhausted
a panel of nearly one hundred and fifty Jurors, a

|ury of twelve unbiaaed men was scoured In the
Court of Oyer and Terminer yesterday for the trial
of William Kelly, who la under indictment as a participantin the robbery of the Manhattan Havings
Institution. Tho first witness produced on the part
of tho prosecution, which was conducted by AssistantDistrict Attorney Horace Kussoll, was Daniel
Keoly, a night watchman for tho bauk. He testified
tnat iio waa on duty on the night of tho robbery,
and described tho doors and locks of tho bank.
Louis Werkle, the Janitor of tho bank, was then

called to the stand. He said he retired about halfpasteloTen on the night of the robbery, tbo family
consisting of himself, hi* wife snd his mother-inlaw;on the Sunday morning- following, although
the night watchman had reported to him, lie did not
doom it ueceasary to get up early, thinking that on
Huuday morning ho might have an extended sleep;
while enjoying bis slumber ho was disturbed by the
presence unbidden of a number of maakud and
armed men; three of them kept guard over himself,
his mother-in-law and his wire, putting irons on
him; while he and his family wore thus under restraint,he continued, he heard a noise In the bttlldiugbelow; at tho name tlinn that ail this was going
on the man on guard of tho witness had a pistol
pointed at his head; it waa by pointing this pistol
tlist wltutsa was compelled to give up the keys of
tho bank; the burulars had been in the bank about
two hours when the witness got loose, he said, and
gave notice to the police.

Inspector Murray was examined and testified to
finding tho bauk building ana the safe open, aa has
already been published in the Hkbald.
At this polut Mr. Hussell offered testimony showlugthat Kelly, the accused, waa onco sentenced to

twenty years' imprisonment for burglsrv. This was
offered under the provisions of a recent statute to
the effuct that if a man haa been onco convicted of a
crime, such conviction should not be considered by
the Judge in sentenc ing for any subsequent conviction.To this Mr. William A. lieach, counsel for the
accused, objected, arguing thai iuastnueh as Kelly's
sentence had boen commuted, he had not within the
moaning of tho statute served "a term in mates
Prison."
Pending* decialoAof this motion byJndgaDan*

lets, the court waa aalourued to this morntM.

PLE SHEKT.

FffilJESllSL ELECTORS.
Republicans Opposed to Changing the

Mode of Choosing Them.

.JUSTIFIABLE, BAT BAD POIICT.

Democratic Denunciation of the ProposedNew Plaa

The rumored intention on the part of republican
leaders in this State to liavo tho next Legislature
change tlie method now employed in choosing Presidentialelectors has come to be the one subject of
discussion iu political circles. The republicanswho wero chosen at the last electionto reprebeut various districts In this city
in the Seuate or Assembly do not, for tho most
part, regard tho scheme with favor. Democrats,
prominent and otherwise, denounce the alleged eon*

temp luted change in the strongest terms. A Hkrald
reporter yesterday interviewed a number of gentlemenbelonging to both parties, and obtained quite a

variety of opinions on tho supposed republican plan
to capture New York State.
Lieutenant Governor Dorshciraer was first approachedon the subject. In reply to the first questionof the reporter, as to whether ho thought it was

the intention of the republicans in tho Legislature to
make the chaDge, the Lieutenant Governor smiled
and said, "I am not in the republican councils."

"Well, but what is said about it among democratic
leaders?"
"I have only heard tho subject meitioued in a

general way."
"There Is no doubt about their right and power to

do so I suppose?"
"I Hitppose not; but it is a question for the republicanleadors to determine whether such a oourse

would not be looked upon with disfavor by the
people."
"If the selection of Presidential electors is taken

from the people direct then New York is secured for
tho republican Presidential candidate."

' Yes, but might they not inconsequence lose other
States? While the exercise of a legal right cannot be
characterized as revolutionary still there is sanctityabout a law long established and with which no

fault has been found, and under some circumstances
the changing of a law might be regarded as revolutionaryby the poople. The immediate effect would
be to divide and destroy the influence of New York
in the Electoral College and in future national conventionsto put New York on the same footing with
a small State. Ou the whole, 1 anustrongly inclined
to believe that. If tho law should be changed at such
a time, it would ultimately result in groat benefit to
the democratic party."

WUUUI lit ULAU 1U HKJt 1UKX UU 11,

Senator John 0. Jacobs, when asked whether he
thought the republicans would attempt to make the
change, replied, "No, I do not think they will dare
to, although 1 for ono would be very triad to see
them; because 1 think if they did there would be
BUch a popular revulsion against the stealing of a
State for u special purpose that the democratic party
would be wonderfully benefited. The more agitation
of the subject has helped us already. If they want
the electors chosen by Conoressional districts, make
it general in all the States ot the Union and the democratswon't object. Otherwise New York would
have in the Electoral College say twenty democratic
and fifteen republican votes, while Massachusetts,
for instance, would cast her entire strength for the
republican candidate. No, I don't think the republicanswill daro attempt it, for the people of the
country would resent the outrage; but I say again,
if it is done the republicans will simply be stealing
the State, and don't forget thai 1 emphasise the word
'steal.'"
Mr. Hamilton Fish. Jr., when spoken to on the

subject said:."I really don't know anything about
it. I mean that X havn't heard any of our leading
republicans say anything about it; but I don't know
but they will have to do something of the kind if
tho democrats keep on doing as they have in Maine."
"Theu you do not think auy definite plan of action

has been agreed upouT"
"Oh, no. I am sure there has been none."

A BEPUUL1CAN SKNATOB'S VIEW.
Senator George H. For»ter. who was elected as a

republican, was fonud by a 11ebai.i> reporter in his
office ou Wail street.
"Do you think a change in regard to tho manner

of choosing electors is contemplated?" aaked the
reporter.

"I do not. I don't see the use of making anr
change. The present system works well enough.
Why change it?"
"To defeat the democratic party," suggested the

reporter.
"That is accomplished already. Any man who

Imagines the contrary is a fool."
"Hut is it not possible that the republicans may

be defeated nest year?"
"There is no possibility about it. The democratic

party in this State is dead."
"Then you don't think the Legislature will pass

any law on the subjoct?"
"1 ccrtalniy think it will not. Of what use would

it be to the republicans? The party wouldn't be
bouefltod by tlie change, at least so tar as I can see.
Why make the change if no benefit is to accrue? If
there were any doubt of the republicans carrying the
State in ltt80 there might be some sense in all this
tslk, but when the democrats have lost their hold on
New York it would be very inadvisable to support a
proposition looking to making a change In the mannerof choosing Presidential electors. Thst is my
view of the matter."

oppose it?"
"X ahould, moat undoubtedly. Betides considering

any change in the present U« unnecessary at the
present tune. I am of tile opinion that any actton
by the republican party tnrough the Mew York Legislaturewould be unwise and impolitic from a party
standpoint. I am not iu favor ot taking any power
from the people which they now possess. and I
think a change in the law, anch as has been suggested,would have the effect of takiug from the peoplecertain rights and privileges now possessed by
them. Aside from all this, I believe the republican
party should not be the first to agitato this question.
Th«y now, according to appearances, have a guaranteeof carrying this State next year. Any change in
the law would have the effect of giving » portion of
the altptoral vote to the democracy."

MO DKMBK. TO ALTXJL
The reporter next called upon Assemblyman elect

Charles H. Duell. who has long been a prominent
member of the republican party. The reporter, as
a preliminary query, asked whether he tnooght any
change in the law waa contemplated by the republicanmanagers.
"1 really cannot aay," waa the reply, "although In

my opinion there is no desiro on the part of republicanato alter or amend in any particular the presentPresidential Electoral laws, lu my judgment
thore will be nothing douo. Certainly no steps have
yet bi-en taken to my knowledge."
"Would you favor a plau to change the present

lawT"
"1 most assuredly would not. I think the present

law has suited the people very well and I would
deprecate any change. I would not think it proper
at this juncture."

Would you oppose a propoaition to alter the
prcaent law if miule by the republican leaders in the
Stale
"Most undoubtedly. Iu mv opinion the success

of such a scheme would very grt%tly Injure the republicanparty iu the State in more ways than one.
The people would not regard any change iu the law
with favor. They would uuder-tand the motive that
In their opinion prompted it and would be very apt
to retaliate by becoming democrat*. The republican
party cannot afford to lose any votes iu the State by
any act of the Mew York State administration. It
they insisted on changing tho method now employed
for cnoosing tho Presidential electors the democrats
would, iu my judginont, gain a good point in the
content of 1SH0. They could say that the republicans
were afraid to face the issues raised by tlietu, aud
resorted to a schema to obtain wu«t they were at raid
to rink on a nquaru battle with their opponents."
"Would you consider the proposed new method a

fairono?"
"Kminontly so. I con aider It a much fairer method

than that uow employed. The peoule have a guaranteethat their votes will bo reprnaented iu the ElectoralCollege. I will give you an instance. I'uder the
preoout law New York State chooses ita elector* ou a
ticket at large. If, thereto!*, there are two partiea
in the fluid and one electoral ticket poll* nay MXI.UUO
votea and the opposition vote*, the cltliena
who rotod for tlio oppoaitlou are unrepresented in
the Electoral College, while the other half of the votingpopulation monopolize* all the New York Hlato
vote* In that body. Yon can roidlly lee, therefore,
that the people would be buoeflted by a change that
would gunranteo full representation to all partiea.
Under the district system the minority obtain proportionaterepresentation."
"Why, then, not favor such a change in the law?"
"The republican party cannot afford, on the evo of

a great Presidential election, to aupport any movementlooking to a ehinge in the preaeut law. It
might prove disastrous to their candidate*, and *o
far ua I can nee there la no nse in jeopardizing the
interests of the party when Ilia so near auoceaa aa at
the prenent time."
"In your opinion, then, tho republicans are certainto carry the Htate without any aid that a change

In the law uiluht secure?"
"That is my beat judgment In the matter. I

should oppose any change In any eveut so long aa
the pre*etlt condition of affairs exists. If caucus
were held to consider the (juration I should apeak
against taking any such course, and ahould do all
that lay in my power to prevent such a mistake
being committed. 1 should regard a change mad*
in the law concerning Presidential electors at the
present una aa beiua fatal stau that would Mil

1

5
ths democrats in many way*. Taking thla T»«w at
the matter I should unhesitatingly work against such
a project iu every possible way. In conclusion. I
want to 1>m understood as saying that I object to
changing a certaiuty of earryiug the State for the
republicans next year for au uncertainty in tbis
connection. 1 tail t-> see. the benefit that a change ill
the law would give the republicans that would not
be more than counterbalanced by the reactiou
agaiust the party by the people."

WHAT Mil. VAllNIM HUNKS.
Assemblyman James M. V'artiuiu, who was re*

elected a member of the lower brancti of the Legislatureat the recent election, spoke strongly against
tbe proposition to alter the law. "I do not aee that
it ia at all necessary that any such action be taken.
The republicans have wou the election and ara

pretty certain of winning next year. What good
would it be, then, to change tbe law? Do I think it
will bo done? Well, that is a hard question to
answer. If those people iu Maine persist in their
declared intention to ebeut the republican party out
of their hard earned triumph, why, I can see no objectionto New York republicans retaliating by
taking only legal measuros to protect themselves.
The difforeuce between the two cases lies in tbe fact
tbut iu New York tbe Legislature has all tbe legal
power to change or alter in any way the method
now employed in Presidential elections of choosing
the body of electors. It may legislate any way
it pleases, and its action will be legal, just and
proper."
"Then you think it not unlikely that a change will

be effected?"
"I really can't say. I have not looked into the

subject; but what is good for republicans in Mains
is equally good for democrats in New York."
Mr. Elliot 0. Cowdin said that be bad given tbe

subject no special consideration in reference to the
effect it would have on the approaching Presidential
election. He had long felt that it would be more
thoroughly democratic, in the best senee of tbe
term, to have the Presidential electors chosen from
the Congressional district*, and the electors at largo
nil tho general ticket, especially in a great State like
New York. He wan not aware that them bad beta
any concert of action among the leading republican*
on the subject, but it would not surprise him if it
was brought up in the coining Legislature.
Assemblyman Charles H. liuker, of Rochester, said

he knew nothing of tlie proposition, except what ha
had read in the newspapers. It appeared to be a
grand opportunity foir tho republican party to do
about as it liked; but if there was any question
about the right or morality of the scheme tlie party
should bo very careful how they made use of the
power ia their hands. It would not surprise him if
the matter was made a subject of ciucus.
Ex-Judge Dittenhoefer said it was a matter of such

great importance that he would prefer giving it
careful consideration before giving any decided
opinion. At present he was personally opposed to
the policy, but had not committed himself either
way.
Colonel cftarles S. Spencer*, when asked if he had

heard any talk amon^ tho republican leaders aa to
the policy of changing the method of choosing
Presidential electors, sai«!:."I have, and not one
that I have hoard speak but has expressed himself la
terms of the most unqualified disapproval. It would
be the ruiu of the republican party. It would be
gross outrage upon the people of this State, and any
party which would countenance such an outrage
would deserve defeat forever after."

REPUBLICAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE.
The Republican Central Committee for the piiwal

year held its linal meeting last night in Republican
Hall. Ex-Senator Lent presided at the session,
which was almost wholly given up to presenting and
passing complimentary resolutions thanking tha
officers of the committee for the .manner in which
they had discharged their duties- during the year.
Ex-Aldermun Joseph C. Pinckney reported that th«
"finances" or the organization were in aa encouragingcondition, there being a balance of some $801
on band. Alter listening to remarks of some othec
members the committee adjourned tine die.

REORGANIZING THE POLICE.

HWfi£»i«u tUiflUM rjiut-var.u til ihl vujbbu*

SI0NE14B.THE WORKING FORCE TO BS IX"
CREASED.
The Board of Police Commissioners have again Introducedtheir old system ot holding secret sessions.At a private meeting yesterday they followed

up their work of the previous day by making
other important changes. Captain McElwain, late of
the Seventh precinct, who was transferred on Mondayto the Thirty-first, was yesterday assigned to tbm
command of the Sixteenth precinct, vice Captain
Byan, who has been sent to the Thirty-first, which i»
known as the precinct of magnificent distances,
with a numerous population of goats. It was to
this precinct that Commissioner Morrison endeavoredto have Captain Williams relegated. What
had transpired at the secret caucus could only be
ascertained through the courtesy of Captaiu Kipp,
who Is the custodian of the minutes ot the Board.
At the open meeting which followed It wis

resolved, on motion of Commissioner Voorhis,
that the Committee on llules and Disciplineconsider and .reoort suitable resolutions
providing lor.First, the establishment of three
police inspection districts; second, the looationot the offices ot the district inspectors at
the Central Office as soon »» the same may be practicable;third, tlie abolition of the Broadway SquSd
and ot the Steamboat Squad, and for the transfer of
the patrolmen attached to said squads (or so many
thereot as may be proper aud necessary) to the severalprecincts in which they are now performing
duty, and for the trausfer of the remainder of the
force iu said squaos to such duty in precincts ot
otherwise as the public interests may require;
fourth, the transfer to patrol duty in the several precincts(where a deficiency exists in the patrol force)
of such patrolmen now acting as roundsmen or
who are acting as members of the force and assigned
to detailed positions where such roundsmen or such
detailed officers are unnecessary for the efficiency of
the torce or uot required for tho promotion of th«
public welfare.
Mr. Voorhis also presented the following resolution,

which was adopted:.
Resolved. Yliat.it bu referred to the Committee on Rales

ami Discipline to' consider anil report suitable resolution*
providing for the abolitiou of the Mounted Squad as a
separata command, and for the transfer of the patrolmen,horses and equtpiueuts of said command to the Thirtythirdand Thirty-fourth precinct*.

WEIGHTY HKASONS.
When questioned subsequently regarding the objectof these sweepiug changes in tue organization

of the police force Mr. Voorhis said that there were
pressing aud weighty reasons for making them. Tb»
force was short 183 men. Iu many of the proctncts
posts had to be doubled at night. Tho squada and
commands it is proposed to abolish do not perform
night duty. The object of the Bosrd is to have
these men distributed sinong the precincts
which arc short of .their quota of men, and the
work which these special commands now do will
be performed by the precinct patrolmen. The
captains of precincts frootiug the rivers will be held
responsible for the protection of life and property
along tho wharves aud docks. Broadway will be
looked after, he said, by the captains ot the various
precincts. The contemplated chango will add more
ueu to the department aud allow an increased detail
tor night duty. As regards the inspection districts,Mr. Voorhis said that the resolutions approvedby the Board, while reduciug the
number of inspectors to three, will not dispense
with the service)! of the fourth, who will ba
permanently stationed at Police Headquarter* to
act om assistant to Superintendent Walling anil attend
to details of discipline which are too uutneroua fol ,

the Superintendent to do justice to. It i* also Intendedthat ihts inspector shall have tho supervisionof tho clerks attached t > the office, while the
.superintendent will devote himself exclusively to
the working efficiency and discipline of the fore*.
The captains will also he Drought luto more dlreol
communication. with the superintendent. It was
meant to make the occupant of that responsible
office the head ami front of tho disciplinary machia<
ery of the department.

THE NEW BBOOM.

Captain Williams took possession of hi* new ottos,
at Police Headquarters, in the Street Cleaning Bureau,yesterday, but ouly remained in the building
short time, preferring to study the detaila ot hi* new
duties troiu observation instead of trying' to loara
them from official documents. He was unwilling to
be interviewed with regard to street cleaning further
than he had been on Monday.

THE HACKEMSACK ltOBBEBY.

Through misunderstanding of the circumstance*
connected with the diamond robbery case near
Hackensack, N. i., it waa reported that Mr. Frank
S. liunu had been charged before a justice of tho
peace by a young man mimed Krucst Wittle with
taklug n.oney from a trunk owned by the latter. II
appears that no such charge was made, and lb corroborationof this the magistrate alluded to send*
for publication the following:.

IIackk.sssck, X. J., Dee: IS, 1*79.
To til* fcniron or thk IIknai.u:.
In to-day's Issue I iimi am Mrtlcld huaood "8©<|uel to 0

Rubbery,'Mii wlilch it Is stated «list Wittle appeared be.
furs Justice Van Horn anil IimIk. iI s complaint charging
frank S. Hunn with lh« theft "f Ills money. 1 hereby
eertlly that tile statement Is ntlerly false, as Wittle ha*
nut made Ilia appearaae* before me sines 1 commuted hint*

l)A> ID VAN HtlKN, Justice of the Peace.

"SCIENCE COLLI) NOT SAVE HIM."

John MeEvoy. the lad who <licit In Patorson, N. J.,
ou Sunday morning. rrom tho effect* of wound by

circular saw which almost cut his skull autl
bruin* Into two pieces, was burled yesterday afternoon.In the forouoon several physicians from this
city again asked permUslon to make a uost-inorteia
examination ol his head, bat wero refused by th«
father ot the lad in tho same language be bad uae4
to other applicants for the same privilege:."I oar*
little for science. It could not save my boy, and M
he Is under 110 obligations to it. Ills remains shall
not bo mutilated." It being feared, on account
ol the great interest shown In tbe esse by the medicalfraternity, that some ot thorn would attempt to
resurrect tbe body a strict watch will be kept over
the grave The family of tbe lad ars poor, bat tbo
different members will take turns In watching. Mr.
McEvoy prevented eveu the probing ot the woundatotMnk


